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PREFACE
TO THE SECOND EDITION. -~

Trar free-masonry has greatly tended to.enlighten the
minds, as well as to. improve the morals of those, who
‘have arranged themselves under its banners, is a fact
which the most intelligent part of the community will
not contradict, and were its principles more generally
known, the objections against it would be removed
from the breast of every unprejudiced person. Upon
due examination, it will be found, that its institation is

extremely well calculated te inculcate every thing laud- -

able and useful to society, and that its leading qualities,
are, philanthrophy well directed ; morality pure ; secre-
cy inviolable, and a taste for the fine arts:

Iﬁnay be ebserved, that Soron, Lycurcus, NUI;A, and

all the other political legislators of antiquity, have not
been able to- render their establishments durable, and
that however sagacious their laws may have been they
had, at no time, the power of expanding them over all
countries and of perpetuating them to all ages. Hav-

- ing little more in view than victories and conquests, and

the elevation of one set of people above another, they
were never universal, nor consonant to the taste; genius,

or interest of all nations. Philanthrophy was not their .
basis. The love of country badly understood and push-
- ed into limits, on which they should not verge, often‘:

destroys in warlike republics, the love of general bu-
manity. Men are not to be essentially distinguished by
the difference of tongues which they speak, of cloaths
which they wear, of countries which they inhabit, or
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of dignities, with which they are invested. The whole
world is one great republic, of which each nation is a
family and each individual a child. :
It was to revive and re-animate such maxims, that:
the society of FREE-masoNs was first instituted. The '
great design was to unite all men of sense, knowledge,
and worth, not only by a reciprocal love of the fine
arts, but still more by the great principles of virtue,
where the interest of the fraternity might become that
_of the whole human race : where all nations might im-
prove in knowledge, and where every subject or citizen
of every country might exert himself without jealousy,
live without discord, and embrace mutually, without for-
getting or too scrupulously remembering, the spot in
which he was born. * What obligations do we not owe to
" those superior souls, who, without listening to the sug-
gestions of interest, or the natural desire to surpass others
in power, first conceived an establishment, whose end

+ ~ was the re-union of the understanding and the heart, to

render both better by the contact ? .
The so]emmty which attends the moral qualities of

this society, is the next branch of the subject worthy of -
ebservation. Religious erders were instituted to render
men more perfect christians ; military orders were found-
ed to inspire the love of glory but the order of free-
masonry was instituted to form men into good ditizens:
and good subjects ; to make them inviolable in their
promises, faithful votaries to their God, and morelovers-
of liberality than of recompence.

. But free-ma.sonry is not bounded by virtues merely
‘civil.  As a severe, sorrowful, and misanthropic kind of
philosophy disgusts its votaries, so the establishmeat of

'frée-masonry renders men amiable, by the attraction of
innocent pleasures, pure joys, and rational gaieties. The- |

A2



vi PREFACE. "~

sentiments of this society are not such, as a world ad-
‘icted to ridicule, may be tempted to suppose. Every
vice of the head and heart is excluded : hbertinism,
irreligion, incredulity and debauchery, are banished and
disqualified. The meetings of the free-masons resem-
ble those amiable entertainments spoken of by the poet
Horsoe, where all those are nrade welcome guests,
whose understandings may be enlightened, whose hearts
may be mended, or who may be any way emulous to
excel in that which is true, good and great. ‘

O noctes cenasque Deum quibus iiue meique,
Ante Larem proprium veseer : vernasque procaces:
Paseo libatis dapibus. Prout euique libido est,
Siecat inequales calices eonviva, solutus
Legibus insanis ; seu quis capit seria fortis
Pocula, sea modicis humescit lztius,
Sermo eritar, non de villis domibusque alienis ;
sed quod magis ad nos
Pertivet et nesoire malum est, agitamus; utrum
Divitiis homines, au sint virtute beati.
Quidve ad amioitias, usas restamne trahat nos.

Thus translated by Francis.

O nights, that furnish such a feast,
As even Gods themselves might taste ;
Each person there may drink and fill -
As riuch orlittle s he will ;
EXxempted from the Bediam rules
Of roaring prodigals and fools,
Whether in merry mood or whim,
He takes abumper to the brim ;
Or better pleased to let it pass,
_ Grows moliow with a seanty glass,
- Nor this man’s house, nor that’s estate
Becomes the subject of debate, *
But what coneerns more I trow,.
And were a scandat not to know,
1 happiness consist in store
Ofriches, or in virtue more,

.y




PREFACE. vii

Whether esteem or private ends
" Direct us in the cheice of friends,
‘What’s real good without disguise,
-And where its great perfection lies.

From the society in question are banished all those
disputes which might affect the tranquillity of friendship,
or interrupt that perfect harmony, which cannot subsist
without rejecting all indecent excesses and every dis-
cordunt passion. The obligation, which is imposedupon
this order is, that each member is to pretect a brother
as far as may be in his power, to advise him by his abi-
lities, to assist him in an exigence, to sacrifice all person-
al resentment, and to seek diligently for every thing
which may contribute to the pleasure and profit of the
society. '

True it is, that this society hath its secrets ; but let
not those who are net initiated, laugh at the confession ;
for these figurative signs and words, which constitute
amongst free-masons a language, sometimes mute and
sometimes eloguent, ‘are only invented to preveat im-
position, to communicate at the greatest distance, and
to know the true member from the false, of whatever
tongue or country he may be.

. Another quality required by those, who enter into
the order of free-masons is, a taste for all liberal sciences
and useful arts. Thus the decorum expected from each
of the members is a work, which no.academy or uni-
versity have been able to establish so well. The name
oi’ free-masons ought net, therefore, to be taken in a li-
teral sense ; as if- the institutors had been really work-
ers in marble and stone. They were not only able ar-
chitecis ; but many of them princes and prelates, whe
iedlcated their talents and their fortunes, under thn
.bmner, to the Most High.
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In the 1st. chapter of this book, I have given a sum-
mary of ‘the origin and history of Free-Masonry ; but
the following brief account of it, which I bave ‘compiled
from an essay in the Westminster Magazine for Novem-
ber 1776, may afford some additional light on the sub-
Jject, which I trust will be satisfactory to my readers.

In the times of the Holy Wars in Palestine, a great
many princes, noblemen and citizens, entered into a

scheme to establish christian temples in the Holy Land,

and engaged themselves by an oath to employ their ta-
lents and fortunes to give them all the primitive advan-
tages of architecture. They agreed amongst themselves
to use certain signs and symbolical words to distinguish
themselves from others, and these mysteries were never
communicated to any except to those, who promised at

the foot of the altar, never to reveal them. But thissa- -

cred promise, so far from being the impious and unmean-
ing oath, which some people unagme, was arespectable
guarantee, entered into for the purpose of uniting men
of all nations in the same confraternity. Free-masonry,
therefore, ought not to be considered as a revival of Ba-
chanalian dissipation or scandalous intemperance, but as
amoral order, instituted by our virtuous ancestors in the
Holy Land, with a view to recal the remembrance of the
most sublime truths, in the midst of the ‘most innocent
and social pleasures. '

The Kings, princes, and noblemen, on their return
from the Holy kand, éstablished a number of.Lodges ;
and in the timésof the last crusade, we find several of
these were erected in Germany, Italy, France, and

Spain.

King James of Scotland was grand master of a lodge -

established at Kilwinnen in the year 1286, after the de~
molition of the crusades, the discemfiture of the Chris--

L e L o o am



PREFACE. ix

- tian armies, and the triumph of the Turks. Henry III.
King of England, seeing, that there was no longer any
security for the masons in the Holy Land, led them from

. Palestine, and established his colony of brothers in Eng-

gland. As Prince Edward his son, was endowed with
all those qualities of the heart and understanding, which
form -the hero, he declared himself protector of the
order and gave it the name of ¢ The Free-Mason So-
¢¢ ciety.” Itwas soon after propogated in every nation
in Europe, wrought its way into Asia, and also into Ame-
rica. Itis, likewise, known to exist in Africa, although

- to what extent we have no certain information. Of its

" existence thiere, however, there can be no doubt, as it is
well knewn to many brethren, that some years ago, three
Turks visited several lodges in the city of New-York.
In fine, it may be asserted, that there are mlaces in
the civilized world, in which masonic lodg
found. Its universality is, no doubt, a proof of its value
and worthy tendency.

Tae GreAT First Cavse, ought to be the first object
of a mason’s atloration ; his next great care should be to
perform acts of humanity, beneficence, and compassion,
to all men, as far as may be in his pdwer, particularly to
those, who may be connected with himself in the same
mystic tie. As masons, we consider it our bounden duty
to extend our good offices to every human being when in
distress ; but it would be unjust to accuse us of illibe-
rality, if we should be found more attentive to the wants
of a brother or of his family than to those of others.
Here the duties of an upright mason are circumscribed
by similar boundaries to those assigned to the pious chris-
tian « Aswe have opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
“ especially unto those who are of the household of foith.”
Galatians vi. 10, )

ay not be
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_ To.this society, as will be seen in the following pagee;
emperors, kings, princes, bishops, &c. have deemed and
still do deem it an honour to belong. The immortal Wash-
ington, the illustrious Franklin, the brave General War-
»en, the patriotic Samuel Adams, for many years, governor
of Massachusetts, together with a great proportion of
our most eminent revolutionary charactérs were amongst
its votaries ; and it is a well known fact, that many, per-
haps the greatest part, of those citizens who now sustain
the most distinguished stations in the army and navy, in
church and state, have deemed it as one of their great-
est honours to have their names enrolled in the list of
free-masons.

In this institution, party spirit is absolutely unknown.-

® The prince regent of England, the: Emperor of Austria,

the Ki Prusia, Sweden and the Netherlands, His
Excell iel D. Tompkins, Vice President of the
United States, and His Excellency De Witt Clinton, go-

- vernor of the state of New-York, His Highness Prince

Omrah Bohaudir nabob of the Carnatic, as well as the
lowest peasant or labourer in the umverse, provided he.
be a mason, may unite together as a band of brothers..
Here that asperity, whick is 80 common among men, who-
meet together, entertaining different sentiments with:
respect to politics and ‘religion, is entirely unknown, as.
discussions on such topics are never tolerated within the:
walls of ‘a lodge ; but harmony, lovey and benevolence
are enforced by such emblems, that these virtues cannot.
easily be eradicated from the human mind.

Masonty excludes all distinction of rank as well as .

of religion. It considers all men as being naturally on
alevel, and according to its rules transmitted to us from-
time immemorial, gives precedence only to those
amongst the brethren, who -have made themselvés con-
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#picuous by the rectitude of their cénduct, and-their
‘mprovement in those*arts and sciences, which tend to
-refine our morals, and render us more worthy and up-
wight members of society.
- Actuated by this divine principle, the Roman Catho-
Yic, the Episcopalian, the Presbyterian, the Baptist, the
Independent, the Lutheran, the Methodist, the Univer-
galist, the Hebrew, the Mahometan, the Gentoo, the In-
dian, &c. may here sit together in harmony. Such an in-
- stitution requires only to be better known to be more
respected. )
. But here I may observe, and I make the observahon
with much pleasure; that notwithstanding all the diffi-
culties and digcouragements, all the reproach and ablo-
quy, all the scandal and defamatlon, with which the fra- .
ternity has been loaded, they still not on ep their
‘ground, but every where increase in a de' unpar al-
leljed in the  history of any other mstltutlon, if we ex-
* cept that of Christianity.
Upon the subject of masonry, many boohs have been
. written : but most of those which I have perused, ap-
pear to me to be greatly deficient in the communication .
of that kind of knowledge, which is most important te
those, for whose benefit such publieations have been in-
tended. In this science or mystery, it is well known,
that there are secrets, which will never be divulged to
the world at large ; but the histary of masonry, its ge-
neral regulations, the benevolent views, by which. ma-
sons are actuated, the constitytion and government, as
well as the consecration of 1pdges, the ceremonies ob-
served at funerals, &c. may be communicated with pro-
priety ; nor is there any obligation of secrecy with re-
spect to our hymns,-anthems and songs, which delight the
ears of the fraternity at almost every meeting.
To my worthy brethren I return my most grateful ac-



<= " T T
' -
‘

xii - PREFACE,

knowledgements for the very favourable manner with
which they have been pleased to receive the first edition
of this work. My object was to promote, as far as my fee-
ble abilities would admit, the real good and prosperity
of our most excellent order, to make its admirable pre-
cepts and worthy practices more generally kmown, apd,
if possible, to silence the sneering critic, and satisfy the
unprejudiced inquirer, that every good mason must be @
good husband, a good father, a good citizen, and an honest
man ; and the very rapid sale of my beok, an irapression

_ of several thousand copies having been sold in the short
period of 15 months, affords me the pleasing consolation

that my lahours have been acceptable to the fraternity,
and, as I trust, useful to the community. ’

Y To render this new edition still more worthy of that

patron ith which the first has been honoured, great
pains l;‘en taken. At the suggestion of some res-
pectable friends, afew alterations have been made in some
of the sections, others have been considerably. enlarged,

* and some new ones have been added. To specify all the

alterations and $dditions which are here made, would be
superfluous, as every intelligent brother will judge for

himself. It may be proper to observe, however, that

in this impression, a chapter concerning Royal Arch
Masonry has been introduced, containing upwards of 20

. pages. Thus, what to some appeared as a deficiency in

the first edition, is now, by the aid of some worthy bre-
thren, bappily supplied. B ‘ ’
May brotherly love, the foundation and capstone, the
cement and glory of this our ancient institution, subsist
and increase among us till time shall be no more.
AuBN, S0 MOTE IT BE.
- JAMES HARDIE.
New-York 11th Auguss 1819.

L
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~ CHAPTER L
Of the Origin and History of Pree-Masonry.

THE origin of this fraternity is very ancient ; but we
have no authentic account of the time when it was first
instituted, or even of the reason of such an association
“ander the title of masons, more than that of any other
mechanical profession, Ina work entitled ¢ Illustrations
of Masonry,” published in the year 1792, by William
Preston, Esq. master of the Lodge of Antiquity, in Lon-
don, the - origin of masopry is traced from the creation.
¢ Ever,” says he, ‘* siuce symmetry began, and harmony

’ dnplayed her charms, our order has had a being.” By

other accounts, the antiquity of masenry is carried up no.,
farther than' the building of Solomon’s temple. In Pr.
Henry’s History of Great Britain, we find the origin of
the Free-Magon’s society attributed to the difficulty,
found in former times, of procuring workmen to build
the vast number of churches, monasteries, and other ed-

- ifices, which the religious opinions entertained in those

ages, prompted the people to raise. -

Hence the masons were greatly favoured by the popes,
who granted them many indulgences, with a view to aug-
ment their numbers. In those times, it may be well
supposéd, that such encouragement from the supreme
pastors of the church must have been productive of the

B : '
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most beneficial effects to the fraternity, and in conse-
quence of such patroaage, the society rapidly increased.

Au ancient author, who was well acquainted with their
history and constitution says, that ¢ the Italians, with
some Greeks, and with them French, Germans, and
Flemings, joined into a fraternity of architects, procur-
iog papal bulls for their encouragement. They styled
themselves Free-Masous, and travelled from one country
to another, wherever they found it was wanted that
churches should be built. Their government was regu-
far, and they fixed themaelves near the edifice on. which
they were employed, in a camp of huts. A surveyor
governed in chief, and every tenth man was called a
warden, and superintended the other nine.”

Preston supposes, that the introduction of masosry
into England was prior to the Roman‘invasion, and says,

that there are remains yet existing of some stupendous

works executed by the Britons, at a much earlier period:
than the time of* the Romans, and that even these display
no small share of ingenuity and invention ; so that we
can have no doubt of the existence of masonry in Britain,
even in those early periods. The Druids are likewise
gaid to have had many eeremonies amongst themselves,
similar to those of the masons, which they most pro-
‘bably received from Pythagoras or his disciples.®

* Masonry is said to have been encouraged by Cazsar the
Roman emperor, and by many of his generals, who were
appeinted governors of Britain ; baut whaterer may have
been recorded concerning their lodges and conventions is
now lost. The civil wars which, for a long time prevail-
ed in that country, greatly obstructed the progress of

. Pym died in the year 497, before Christ. He obtained hig.

knowledge of masonry by travelling into Egypt, and other. conntries.
where the art had- been known long before bis time: See ANTIQUI-

TIES,
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magonry, and it 3id not revive till the time of Carausius.
This general collected the best artificers he could bring
overfrom differént countries, particularly mawons, whom
e held in véneration, dnd appointed St.Alban, his stew-
ard, as superintendent of their assemblies. Lodges were

now regtilarly held, and the masons obtained a charter

firom Carausius to hold a general council, at which Alba
nus bimself presided. This Albanus was the celebrated
St. Alban, who suffered martyrdom for the Christian faith,
A.D. 308. : .

The progress of masonry was greatly impeded by the
departure of the. Romans from Britain, and soon fell inte
neglect.” This was occasioned first by the furious irrup-
tions of the Picts, and afterwards by the ignorance of the

Saxons, whom the Britens called in as allies, but who

soon became thefr masters. .

The art continwed -in this situation till the year A, D.
557, when St. Adstin with 40 mouks, -among whom the
sciences hud still been preserved, came fo England. By
them, christiabity wae propagated, masonry patronised,
and the gothic style of building introduced. _

St. Austin appeafed at the head of the fraternity in
founding the old cathedral of Canterbury, A. D. 600;
that of St. Paul in London 604, and of masy others, by
sthich the number of masons was greatly in¢reased.

Dauring the heptarchy, however, or that period when
Englind was dividedvit¥o seven kingdoms, masonry was
it a Jow state ; but it acquired great¥plendour inthe year
872, when it found a zealous -protector in Alfred the
Grest, who was the liberal patron of all afts, sciencés,

and manufactures. He appropriated a seventh partof

his revenge to the maintenance of a aumbeér of masons,

* whom he employed in rebuilding the cities, castles, &c.

reited by the Danies. The complete re-establishment
of magopry in Englard, however, is datéd fromithe reign

a
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of King Athelstane, who in 926 granted a charter to the
grand lodge of York, of which prince Edwin, the king’s
brother, was the first grand master. By virtue of this
charter, all the masens in the kiogdom were convened at
a general assembly in that city, where they established
their constitution. Hence the appellation of Ancient York
Masons, an expression well kuown in every part of the
British dominions, as well as in the United States of Ame-
Trica, and in most parts of the civilized world.

During the reign of Henry 11. the lodges were superin-
tended by the grand master of the Knights Templars, who
employed them in building their Temple,in 1165.. Ma-
soary continued under this order till the year 1199, when
Peter de Colechurch was appainted grand master, On
the accession of Edward L. in 1272, the sqpevmtendgnm
of the masons was entrusted to Walter Gifford, archbuh-
opof York. They afterwards wrought under the bishop
of Exeter, who had been elected grand master in 1307.
Edward 11I.-who hegan his reign in 1327, and died im
1377 ;iot only patronised magons, but studied the consti-
tution of the order, revised the different charges, and add-
ed several useful regulations to the ancient code, He
appointed five deputies to inspect the proceedings of the
lodges, which, as appears from old records, were at that
time, very numerous. - On.the accession of Heory V. to
the throne, the fraternity were governed by Henry
Chichely, archbishop of Cantetbyry, under whom the
meetings were frequent.

In' the year 1425, however, duringthe minority of
Henry ‘VI. an act wag passed for suppressing the.meet-
ings of masons, because it was &lledged, thatby such
meetings ¢ the good course and effect of the statute of Ta-
bourers, were openly violated and broken, in subversion -
of the law, to the great damage of all the commons.” But

- the act was not enforced, and the fraternity continued to
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weet as wsual, under archbubop Clnchely, their grand
master. -

" This extraordinary act had originated chiefly from the
jealousy arid ambition of Beaufort, bishop of Winchester,
uncle to the duke of Bedford, who was theu prince re-
gert, and who wished to abolish the meetingé of the fra-
fernity, on account of the secrecy, which wae therein
observed.. Dr. Anderson, in his book of censtitutions, says,
that ¢ this act was made in ignorant times, when true
learning was a crime, and geometry condemned for
| conjuration.” He adds ¢ that the parliament were
|. influerced by the illiterate clergy, whe were not
| dccepted inasons, mor understood architecture (asthe
<lergy ot former ages), and were generally thought un-
worthy of this brotherhood. Thinking they bad an in-
defeasible right to know aR secrefs, by virtue of awricu-
far confession, and the masons never confessing aby thing
on the subject, they were bighly offerded, and represent-
‘ed them as dangerous to the state.” But Humphreys,
duke of ‘Gloucestes, brother to the regent, and guardian.

of the kingdom, in his absence, knowing the innocence of

the party aceused, took the masons under his direction,
and transferred the charge of sedition from them 1o the
. bishep and his followers. - The death of the prelate how-
ever, having happened in two morths thereafler, puta
stop to all those proceedings which had been iutended
against him : and the masons not oely continued tomeet
in safety, but were joined by the King himself, who in the
year 1442, was initiated into the order, and from ‘that

time, spared ne 'pains to. become master of the art. He -

perused the ancient charges, revised the coustitutians,
and Kotouredthem with his sanction. The royal esamyie
was followed by many of the uobxhty, Who Mﬂﬂﬁud’
studied the art.

B2
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About this time also, the masons were protected and.
encouraged by king James I. of Scotland, who, after his
return from captivity, became a zealous patron of learn-
ing, and of the fine arts: He honotred the lodges with
bis presence, and settled a certain income upon the grand
master, who had his deputies in cities and counties.

- But the flourishing state of masorry in England, was-
“interrupted by the vivil wars between the houses of Yorle
and Lancaster. About 1471, it reyived under Beau-
champ, bishop of Sarum, who had been appeinted grand
master,.and to him was committed the cbarge of causing,.
the castle and chapel at Windsor to be repaired. In the -
year 1485, it was patronised by -the master and knights:
of the erder of St. John, at Rhodes, who bave cince.
been called knights of Malta. These - assembled their.
grand lodge in the year 1500, and chose king Henry VII.,
for their protector. " Onthe 24th June, 1502, a lodge of
masters was held in the palace, at which the king. pre-
sided as grand master, and having appoiated his wardens, .
for the occasion, proceeded in great state to the eastend,
of Westminster Abbey, where he laid the first stone of
that splendid piece .of gothic architecture called Henry
VIl's Chapel. Many other noble structures were finish-
ed in thisreign. On the accession of king Henry YIII.
Gardinal Woolsey was appointed grand master. He
built Hampton Court, Whitehall, Christ-Church College,
Oxford, with several other noble edificas, all of which,
upon - the disgrace of that prelate, were forfeited to the
crown. Fram this period different grand masters were
chesen in succession, who were as eminent for rank,
talents and virtue as any in the kiogdom. .

Upon the sccession of queen Elizabeth, Sir Thomas
Sackville was graad master, and the graod lodge had as-
aembled at York, where the body was numerous and
xespeclable. But her mejesty having learnt, that the
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masons were in possession of secréts, which they refased
to communicate, and being naturally jealous of all private
assemblies, sent an-armed force to break up the grand
lodge. This, however, was prevented by Sir Thomas

» Sackville, who iniq"ated some of the chief officers sent on

this daty'in the masonic art, and -they, after being thus
enlightened, made so favourable-a report to the queen,
that she. countermanded her orders and never afterwarda
attempted to disturb the meetings.

In. 1867, Sir Thomas Sackville resigned in favonr of
the- earl of Bedford, and the celebrated Sir Thomas
Gresham, to.the former of whom the care of the North-
ern part of the kingdom was consigned, ;and that of the
Southern. part to the latter. Sir Thomas, during -bis
grand mastership, built the Royal Exchange, and Gresh-
am College. .From this time masonry made considerable
progress and at the commencement of the reign of James

1. of England, lodges were held in both kingdoms. .
" About this time a number of gentleman returned from

their travels with curious drawings of the architecture
of ancient Greece and Rome, who were likewise desir-
ous to revive the knowledge of that valuable art.
Among these, ‘was the celebrated Inigo Jones, who was
appointed general surveyor (o the king, and soon after
made grand master of England. Several learned men
were now initiated in.the mysteries of masonry, and the
fraternity increased in repytation and consequence. - In-
genious artists' resorted to England in great nembers ;
fodges were constituted as seminaries of instructiop in
the sciences and polite arts after the model of the Italian
schools ; the communications of the fraternity. were re-
gular, and the annual festivals duly observed. Under
the direction of this accomplished architect, many of the
most magmﬁcent edifices, which now decorate the capi-

“tal of the British empire were completed lmgo Jones.

’
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continued grand master till 1618, when he was succeed-
ed by the earl of Pembroke. Several others of the no-
bility stcceeded him ; but Inigo Jones baving uniformly:
vontinued to patronise the lodges, was re-elected ia
1638, and continued in office till Abi&dtatb, in 1681,

The progress of masenry in Great Britain, was, for
some time obstructed hy the ciwil wars. It béegan, how-
ever, to revive under Charles I1. who had been admitted.
into the order during his exile. - On the27th December,
1663, a general assembly was held, when the earl of St.

- Albans was elected grand master, who appeinted the ce~
lebrated Sir Christopher Wren and John Webb, Esg..
his wardens. At this assembly, several useful regulations

, werd made for the better government of the lodges, and:
the greateit harmouy prevailed amongst the fraternity in:
every part of the British isles. In 1666, Sir Christopher
Wren was made deputy grand master, in which station.

e distinguished himeelf more than any of his predeces-
sors, in promoting the prosperity of the lodges, particu~
larly thatof St. Paul, now called the Lodge of Antiguity.
. The great fire, which in 1666, destroyed a great part’
of London, afforded ample opportunity for the masons te-
cexert their abilities. After a calamity 80 sudden. and ex-
tensive, it became necessary to adopt, if possible, such
regulations, as might preventso dreadful a catastrophe
in future. it was accordingly determined, that in all the
new buildings to be érected, stone should be used instead
of wood. Sir Christopher Wren was appeinted survey=
or general, and principal architect for rebuilding the city,
St. Paul’s catbedral, and all the p&rochﬂ churches,*

'Mthuﬁce“elmnbel unouptvlwbmﬂt. M’cuthedrd,
many public buildings, and the houges on 400 strects were destroyed.
The ruios extended to no less than 436-acres, It broke out nest the

* place where the monument is now erected, and eontinued for four dags
and nights, when it ceated almost instantaneously.
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directed to be raised by parliament in lieu of those de-
stroyed, as well as the other public structures. "A plan
was prepared for mdenmg the streets, but owing to the
objections-of a great thajority of the owners of proper-
ty, it was not adopted so fully ap could have been wished.
Thus an-opportunity was lost of making the new part of
the city the most mangpificent, as well as the most con-
venient for health and commerce, of any.in the world.
Hence, the architect being cramped in the execution of
his plans, was obliged to alté® and abridge it, and te
mould the city after the manner in which it has sinca ap-
peared. -~ - . .

In 1675 the foundatlon stone of the cathedral of St
Paul was laid with great solemnity, by king James I1. and -
the mallet, which he used on this occasion, i3 still pre-
served in the Lodge of Antiquity, as a great curiosity. This
edifice, which néxt to St. Peter’s-at Rome, is by far, the
most splendid church in any part of the world, was fin-
iséd in the year 1710, and the whole was completed
under the superintendence of this most eminent architect:

- In 16885, Sir Christopher was appointedigrand master ;
but his great age and infirmities drew off his attention
from the duties of his office, .the annual festivals were
neglected, and the number of masons began to diminish.
On the accession of king George I. in the year 1714, the
art began to rise in more than usual splendour, and an
annual meeting was held on the 24th June of the same
year, when Mr. Antheny Sayer was.elected grand mas-
ter, at which hme there were only four lodges in Lon-
don.

Before this penod a snﬂicxeat number of masons being

_ assembled together within a certain district, had ample

power to initiafe members, without a warrant of con-
stitution ; -but it was'now determined, that the privilege
“of assembling as masons should not be authorised with-
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out a warrant from thegrand master, with the conseat
* and approbation of the grand lodge, and that without such
warrant, no ledge should be hereafter de¢med to be con-
stitational. To this, the folowing was annexed, binding
the grand master for the tinie being, his successors, and
the master of every lodge to-be hereafier constituted, to
preserve the samie inviolably, viz. that every regilar
grand lodge has an inherent power end -authority te
make new regulations, or to alter them for the real bene:
fit of this ancient -frateiity, provided always, that the
old land masks be carefully preserved ; and that such als
terations and new regulations be proposed at, and agreed
to, at the third quarterly commaunication, preceding the
apnual grand feast; and that they be offered also to the
perusal of all the brethren before dinnmer, in writiog,
the approbation and consent of the majority of all present,
being absolutely necessary to mmke the same binding
and obligatory.” ’

To communicate this circumstance, it has been cuse
tomary; ever since that time, for the master of the oldest
ledge to attend every grand installation, and, takiog pre-
cedence of all present, the grand master only excepted,
to deliver the book of the original constitutions to the
new installed grand master. - By this precaution, thre ori-
ginal institutions were eetablished on the firmest basis,
and the ancient land marks, as they are emphatically call-
£d, set up as checks against the possibility of immovation.

Another assembly and feast were held on the 24th of
June, 1719, when Dr. Desaguliers was unsnimously’
elected grand master. A number of new lodges were
now established, the old ones visited by many masons,
who had long neglected the craft, and several noblemen
were initiated into the mysteries. In 1720, the fraternity
sustained an irreparable loss by the burhing of several
valuable sxanuscripts toncerning the lodges, constitations,
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charges, &;. particularly ene written by Mr. Nicholas

Stone, the warden undor. Inigo Jones, This was done

by- some too. scrupulous brethren, who were alarmed a
the- publication of the masonic constitutions, lest the
secrets of the craft should tbeuby become known.

‘In the mean time, masenry continued to spread in the
North as wellas in the South of England. 'The general
assembly. or grand lodge continued to meet as- usuaal, and
many: persons of the-first respectability were initiated:
inté the.art.. Harmiony sabsisted between the-two grand:
lodges, and private lodges were formed in both parts of:
the kingdom, usder their- separate. jurisdictions. The
on}y distinction: which the grand:lodge appears to have
retained, is in the titke of * the Grand Lodge of all Eng-
land," while the otlierwas only called.* the Grond. Lodge
of England.””” Some. diffareace has of lnte taken place
between these twe bodies, which is said to have aricen.

in consequence of some inneviations - having been intro-’
duced by the former.; but it.is the glory and-boast of the-

brethren in almost every. country, where masonry is es-
‘tablished, to- be- acecounted descendants of the JAncient
¥ork Masons ; ‘and from the well known fact, that mason-
ry was.first- établished at: York by charter, the masons’
Jn England have®eceived tnbuto from the first states in
Evrope. '

From the nature of the- institation, regular masons
must io every age, bave maintained afraternal affection’
for each other ; hence, when any of them was oppressed

by peverty, or invelved in other difficulties, relief was af.
forded by the benevolent coatiibutions of his brethren ;
but-in the year 1723, the duke of Buocleugh, whe was
then grand master, proposed a scheme for raising agene-
ral fund for distreseed masons and their families, which
was readily adopted, and a committee appoiated to devise
the mest effectuat mode of carrying-it into effect: From
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that peried, the means of relief instead of depending as
heretofore on the precarious coatributions of members
of individual lodges, is-placed on & mueh better foeting,
.every grand lodge being vested with funds, which they
cao appropiate at discretion, to the relief of the indigent.
Thusthe distressed -brethren, their widows, and orphans
have, since that period; always found prompt relief from
this general charity, which is supported by. the private
fands of subordinate lodges, without being burdensome
to any member of the sgciety.” The same mede has
been adopted by .the grand lodges of Scotland and Ire-
Iand ; by those eatabhshed in eachof the United States
of Amenca, as well as in the different provinces belang-
ing to Britain, and I have been informed, that -a similar
niode had been pursued in the grand lodges of France,
Germany, &c. loog before that petiod. Hence it will ap-
pear, that there are few. parts of the civilized world, in

which a needy brother may be cast, wherein he may not .

receive the necessary relief. ’.

- In the year . 1731; Francis duke of Tuscany aftee-
wards emperor of Germany, was initiated into the order,
in alodge at-the Hague ; and in 1738, Frederick the
"Great, afterwards king of Prussia, was ‘sdmitted in a

lodge at Brunswick. So highly did heepprove of the

institution, that on his accession te the throne, he eaus-
éd a grand lodge to be formed at Berlin, in which it was
agreed, that every sum received should be divided into
three parts, viz. one to defray the expenses of the lodge,
one for the relief of distressed brethren, and the third to.
be allotted to the poor in general.

In the beginning of the year 1768, two letters were
received from the grand lodge of France, expressive of
their desire to open a regular correspondence with the
grand lodge of England. . This proposition was cheerfal-
ly sgreed-to, and the book of constitutions, a list of the

PR

BT A B & B oW = o

-2

TEF -+ 552 &



NEW FREE-XASON’S MONITOR. 29

subordinate lodges, &c. elegantly bound, were sent to
them as a testimony of respect and esteem.

On the 25th of April, 1770, a letter was received
‘from the grand master of the United Provinces of Hol-
land and their dependencies, requesting that a firm and
friendly alliance might.be established betsveen the two
grand ladges, an annual correspondence carried on, &c.
On this, report being made, the proposition of the grand
Todge of Holland was acceded te without hesitation. A
ecorrespondence was, likewise, agreed on between the
grand lodge of England and that of Berlin, in the year
1774, agreeably to the solicitation of the grand master
of the latter, the prince of Hesse Darmstadt.

The grand lodges of England, Scotland and Ireland had,
for centuries, entertained afriendly intercourse with each
other, and likewise with-the grand lodges on the conti-
nent.of Europe ; but in the year 1792, the ties of union
were more closely drawn between the grand lodges in
the three kingdoms,. under the British Crown. We ac-.
cordingly find, that : ¢ At a meeting of the most ancient
and honourable fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons,
held in London, September 2nd, 1772, Lawrence Dermott,
Esq. deputy grand master, in the chair, a letter was re-
ceived from the grand lodge in Ireland, setting forth the
state of the craft, &c. in that kingdom. Whereapon

¢ Resolved, as the opinion of this grand lodge that a
brotherly connexion and correspondence with the right
worshipful the grand lodge of Ireland has been, and will
always be found productive of honour and advantage to
the craft in both kingdoms. Therefore,

¢ Ordered, thatthe grand secretary shall transmit the
names of the officers of this grand fodge to the secretary
of the grand lodge of Ireland, yearly, or as oftem as any
new choice may be made, together with such informa-

c y
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tion as may be conducive to the honour and interest of
the ancient craft.

¢ Ordered, that no mason, who has been made un-
der the sanction of the grand lodge of Ireland, shall be
admitted a member, or partdke of the geueral charity,
without having first produced-a cerfificate of his good
behaviour from the secretary of tlie grand lodge of Ire-
fand ; but upon producing such ceitificate, he shall re-
ceive all the hononrs due te a faithful brother of the same
bousehold with ourselves.”

The deputy grand master then proposed that a cor-
respondence should bé opened with the grand lodge of
Scotland, when it was unanimously agreed, that the same
regulations should be ‘observed in respect to the grand
lodge of Scotland as to that of Ireland.

At a meeting of the grand lodge of the most an-
cient and honourable fraternity of Free and Accepted
#asons, held in Dablin, November 5th, 1772, Archibald
Richardson; Hsq. deputy grand master, in the chair.

* ¢¢ Resolved, that this lodge do entirely agree with the
grand lodge of Emgland, that a brotherly connexion and
cotrespondence between the grand lodges have been, and
always will be found produactive of honour and advantage -
to the craft in both kingdoms. Whereupon,

¢ Ordered, that the grand secretary shall, from time
to time, transmit the -particular occurrences of this grand
lodge, to the grand secretary of ‘England, and that here-

after, no English mason shall be considered worthy of
the regard of this body without producing a certificate
from the grand lodge of England, and that we shall al-
ways consider such brethren as may be recommended to
us from the grand lodge of England, equally objects of
our attention as those of the fraternity in Ireland ; nor
can the grand lodge of Ireland omit this opportunity of
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testifying their high sense of the honour they have re-
ceived in this iavitation to a mutual and a friendly ipter-
course, which they shall study to preserve and strength-
en by every act of good offices and brotherly love.”

At ameeiing of the mosat ancient and honourable so.
ciety of Free and Accepted Masons in chtland, held in
the city of Edinburgh, Novembes 30th, 1772. “Fhe right
honourable and most worshipful the earl of Dalhousie,
Iate grasd master, in the chair.

It was reported to the brethren, that the grand lodge
of England, accerding to the eld institutions, had, on the
2nd September last, past a resolution and order, relative
to-a constant correspondence betwixt them and the grand
lodge of Scotland, a copy of which had been lately trans-
mitted by their gecretary, along with a letter, containing
the names of their officers.

Fhe resolution and letter beinz read, the gran& u)dga'
were of opinion, that the brotherly intercourse and cor-
respondence, which the right worshipful the grand lodge
of England were desirous of establishing, would be ser-
viceable to both grand lodges, and productive of honour
and advantage to the fraternity in gen®rat“and, to pro-
mote this beneficial purpose,

¢ Ordered, that the grand secretary transmit to+ the
secretary of the grand lodge of England, the names of
the officers of the grand lodge of Scotland, elected this
day, and also, that he shall transmit such information as
may tend to the honour and advantage of the craft, as he
shall be by them directed, &c. ; and that he assure the
right worshipful the grand lodge ofEugland, in the most
respectful manner, of the desire the grand lodge of Scot-
land have, to cultivate a connexion with them by a regu-

lar correspondence for the interest of the ancient crafts:

suitable to the honour and dignity of both grand lodges.

_



se NEW FREE-MASON’S MOM{TOR.

¢¢ Ordered, that no mason made under the sanction of
the grand lodge of England, according to the old institu-
tion, shall be admitted a member of the grand lodge of
‘Scotland, nor partake of the general charity, without
having first produced a certificate of his good behaviour
from the secretary of the grand lodge of England, and
that upon producing such certificate, he shall receive all
the honours, bounty, &¢. due'to a faithful brother of the
same household with oumelvee.”*‘

In the year 1779, aremarkable event took place in tbe
affairs of masonry. - This was the initiation of Omdit-ul
Omrah Bahauder, eldest son of the mabob of the Car-
natic, in the Jodge of Trinchinopoly. The news being
officially transmitted to England, the grand lodge sent a
congratulatory letter to bis highness, accompanied with
an apron elegantly deeorated, and a copy of the book
of constitutions superbly bound. In the beginning of-
1780, an answer was received from his highness acknorw-
ledgifig the receipt of the present, and expressive of the

% The grand lodges in the United States, as will be shewn hereafter,
not only correspond with each other, but with the grand lodges in Eu-
rope, particularly with thosc of England, Scotiand and lreland.’
‘They likewise, in regard to foreign brethren, adopted similar regu-
Iations with those, which have been here mentioned. But these regu-
latiofts are by no means striotly enforoed neither here, nor,as I believe,
in apy country, where free-masonry exists. It possesses & spirit of
charity, candour, and liberality, which may perhaps be equalled but
not surpassed in any other institution. A travelling brother, therefore,
-who can give a good account of himself, when in distress, may without
such a gertificate, obtain peeuniary or such other aid, as may be neces.
sary for himeelf and family ; and if he tarry in the place, and be desir-
ous of joining & lodge, provided upon due examination he be found to
be a worthy brother, he may be admitted to membership, and a parti-
cipation of all the privileges of the fraternity. From what I have per-
sonally kanown, as well asfrom what I have learnt from intelligent bro-
thers, I have reason to believe, that this is universally the case in all .
ancient lodges thro‘gbwt the world.
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warmest attachment to his brethren in England: His let-
ter was written in the Persian language, and delivered in

“anelegant cover of gold cloth. A proper reply was made,

and a translation of his highness’s letter* copied on vel-

® As this letter is replete with good sense, and warm benevolence
T shall here insert the translation, for the gratifieation of our brethrén®

< o the Right Worshipful, his Grace the Duke of Manchester,
Grand Maater of the Elustrious and Benevelent Sociely of Free and
JAccepted Masants under the Consticution of England, and the Grand
Zeodge thereof. ] .
. % Most Hononred Sir and Btethmn, ) .

. ¢ An early knowledge and participation of the benefits
ammg to our house, from its intimate union of eouncils, and interests
with the British nation, and a deep veneration for the laws, constitution
and mauners of the latter, have for many years led me to seize every
opportunity of drawing the ties between us still claser and closer.

¢ By the sccounts, which have reached me of the principles, and
practiees of your fraternity, nothing can be more pleasing to the sov-
ereign ruler of 'thebuniven'e, whom we all, though, in different ways,
adore, or more honourable to his ereatures ; for they stand upon the
broad basis of indiscriminate and universs! henevolence.

¢ Under this gonviction I had long wished to be a member of your
fraternity, and uow that I am initiated, I consider the title of an Eng-

lish mason, as one of the most honourable. which 1 possess : for it is,

at once, a cement of the friendship between youx‘ nation and me, the -
friend of maskind.

« [ have received from the .advocate. general of Beugal, Sir John .
Day, the very acceptable mark of attgntion and esteer  with which you,
bave favoured me. It has been presented with every circumstance of
Ueference and respect, which the situation of things here, sud the teme .
per of the times would admit of ; and I do assure-your grace and the
Brethren at large, that he has .done smple justise to the commission. -

. you have confided to bim, and that he has exeeuted it, in such a maa-

ner, as to do honour to himse!f and to me.

¢ I shall avail myseif of a proper opportunity, to eonvinee your grice;
and the rest of the brethren, that Owmdit-ul Omrah is not-sn unfeehng’
Yrother or heedless of the precepts, which he has imbibed § and that,
while he testfies hislove and esteem for his brethren, by strengthen. .
ing the bonds of humanity, be means to minister t0 the wanta of the:
Qstrenncd,

€.2

4
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Jum, and with the original elegantly framed and glazed,
and bung up in the hall at all public meetings of the so-
ciety. Since that period masonry has made a very ra--
pid progress in the East Indies.

In the same year, the grand lodge of Germany appli-
ed for liberty to send a representative to the grand lodge
of England, in order more effectually to cement the union
of the brethren of both countries, which request was
readily granted, and it was farther resolved that brother
Leonahrdi the German representative, should wear the
clothing of a grand officer.

The late Dr. John Brown attempted to render the so-
cial institution of masonry subservient, in a peculiar man-
ner to the cause of literature, by instituting a Latiri Lodge
atEdinburgh,in1784, entitled The Roman Eagle, which he
carried on ‘with eclat for some time. It continued to
flourish for several years after he went to London ; but
the government of the lodge having fallen into the hands
of brethren not so well skilled in the latin language, the
Jatin hus been disused, and the advantages which might

‘have arisen from it to students, have been lost.

On the Sth March, 1786, his royal highness, prince
William Henry, was initiated‘ into the secrets of ma-
sonry, and his brother the prince of Wales, followed his
example 6th February, 1787, and on the 21st November,
the duke of York, likewise became a member of the fra-
ternity. In February, 1790, prince Edward, now duke
of Kent, was initiated in the union lodge, at Geneva, and
the prince Augustus Frederick, was madea mason at Ber-.

-lin. On the 24th of November, of the same year, his
'xoyal highness the prince of Wales was elected to the im-

+ May the eommon father of all, the one omnipotent and mereifal
&od, take you inte his holy keeping, and give you health, peace, and
Tength of years, prays you highly honoured and affectionste brothegs,

Oxp1T-UL QMRAR DABAYEHS.
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portant office of grand master, (which office was vacant
by the death of his uncle, the duke of Cumberland), and
appointed lord Rawdon, now the earl of Moira, his
‘deputy.

Indisposition had prevented the prince of Wales from
attending at the meeting, when he ought to have been in-
stalled- ; his deputy, however, supplied his ‘place. . But
at the next grand festival in the year 1792, he was in-
ducted into his office with the usual solemnities. ¢ His
highness,” says Preston, ** performed the duties of his
office in a style superior to most of his predecessors ; his
expression was fluent, manly, and pertinent ; and his eu-
logium. on his deceased uncle, the duke of Cumberland,
last grand master, pathetic, graceful, and eloquent.”

In the year 1793, the late king of Sweden was initiat-

" ed.into the order, in the grand lodge of Stockholm, un-

der the auspices of the duke of Sudermania, who presid-
ed as grand master on the occasion.
..- At the grand lodge held 10th April, 1799, a letter was
presented by the Swedish minister, the baron de Silverh-
jelm from the grand lodge of Sweden, expressing a de-
gire to form am intimate, sincere and permanent tie be-
tween the national grand lodge of Sweden, and that of
England, &c.

The letter being read, it was recolved unanimously,
that the grand master be requested to return an answer
on the part of the society, to the duke of Sudermania,.
grand master of Sweden, expressive of every sentiment
-correspondent to the warm and brotherly address re-
ceived.

At. the next grand lodge, 8th May, 1799, the earl of
Moira being in the chair, reported that his royal highness
the grand master had, on the part of the body, returned
an answer to the duke of Sudermania, of which I lhin
eply transcribe a part..

- —
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“ It was with the truest satisfaction, most worshipfal
and wost enlightened brother, that I received the letter,
in which you express your desire to see an intimate con-
nexion established between the worthyand regular masons-
of Sweden, and those of Englaid. The high opinion
that I have of your character, and the fraternal esteem
which is the consequence of it, add greatly to the plea-
sure I feel on your being on this occasion the voice of
your brethren. A reciprocal sentiment has long dispos-
ed these two brave nations to admire each other; but -
this admiration however generous, is barren. Itis there-
fore, to be wished, that it should be improved by a close’
relation between the members of a craft, the existence
of which, in each of the countries, is founded on bem-
ficence to mankind.”

Having thus traced the progress of masonry in Europe,
from its early dawn to the present period, I proceedto
give some account of its introduction’ into the British
provinces, on this side of the Atlantic, now denominat-
ed the United States of America.

——tpecns

-

CHAPTER IL.

Cf the Commencement and History of Masonry % w
America.

-Free-uasonay although of a date more ancient than .-
ean be easily traced, was not established in America till- -
the year A. L. 5733, when in consequence of several-
brethren residing in New England, who were free and
accepted masons, having presented a petition to the right
bonourable lord Montague, grand waster in England, .
dated 3Qth April, 5733, he was pleased to appoist the
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right worshipful Henry Price, grand master of New
England.

Upon the receipt of this commission, the brethren as-
sembled and constituted themselves into a grand lodge
in Boston, to which they gave the appellation of * St.
John’s Grand Lodge,”* and the right worshipful Andrew
Belcher, was installed as deputy grand master. _

_A petition was then presented by several brethren in
Boston, praying. to be constituted into a regular lodge.
Whereupon, resolved, that the prayer of the said peti-
tion be granted,t and this may be considered as the foun-
dation of masonry in North America.

The anniversary of St. John the Baptist was celebrat-
ed June 24th, 5734, when a petition being presented from
Benjamin Franklf and several other brethren residing
in Philadelphia, for a constitution to hold a lodge there,
the grand master haviog in this year received orders from
the grand lodge of England, to establish masonry in all
parts of North America, granted the prayer of the peti-
tioners, and appointed the worshipful Benjamin Franklin}
their first master. At the same time, a warrant was
granted to a number of brethren for holding a lodge at
Portsmouth, New Hampshire.- - 7

In the year 5738, the right worshipful the grand mas-
ter,went to England by the way of Antigua,where, finding
some old Boston masons, he formed them into a lodge,
giving them a charter of incorporation, and initiated the
governor and several gentlemen of distinction inte the so-

% Bometimes called  the grand lodge of modern masons.”

1 This lodge 15 styled « the first lodge in Boston,” or « St. Jolm’s
lodge.”

$ This eelebrated statesman and philosopher, whose services were
80 pre-eminentin efeoting the liberty of his country, and whose writings
were no less oclebrated throughout Furope thao in America, died in
Philadelphia, 5790, JEt. 84
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ciety. This was the origin of masonry in the West
Indies. '

It would be very little interesting to my readers were
I to transcribe the application of sundry brethren for .
charters in different places. I shall, therefore, deem it
sufficient to say, that from this grand lodge originated the
first lodges in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Hamp-
shire, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, New Jersey, New-
York, North Carolina, Maryland, Canada, Nova Scotia,
Newfoundland, the West Indies, Surinam, and very pro-
bably some other places, which have not been transmit-
ted on record. .

A number of brethren, who had travelled, and been in~
itiated into the mystery of the.craft in ancient lodges
abroad, became emulous to cultivatg, the art in this wes.
tern world. For thig laudable purpose they petitioned
the grand lodge of Scotland for a charter, apd recsised in
dmpensatnon dated November 30th, 6752, from Skolto
Charles Douglas, lord Aberdour, then grand master, con-
stitnting them a regular lodge, under the title of « St An-
drew’s, No. 82, to be holden at Boston, in the province of
Maseachusetts.”

The establishment of this lodge was discouraged by
St. Jobn’s Grand Lodge, who imagined that their j juris-
diction was infringed by the grand lodge of Scotland.
They, therefore, refused any communications or visits
from such members of St. Andrew’s lodge, as had not for-
merly sat in their lodges ; and this difficulty did not en-
tirely subside for several years.

The prosperous state of St. Andrew’s lodge soon led
to exertions for the establishment of an ancient grand
}odge in the province, and this was effected by three tra-
velling lodges,* which were holden in the British army,

*In the American army, there appears to have been at least one
Ipdge of this description, a8 we find that in the year A, L. 5779, on
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then stationed in Boston. They petitioned the most
worshipful the earl of Dalhousie, and from him received
a commission, bearing date 30th May, 5769, appointing
Joseph Warren, to be grand master of masons in Boston,
New England, and within one hundred miles of the same.
In consequence of this charter, on the ensuing festival of
St. John the Baptist, 5769, the brethren proceeded to
instal the right worshipful grand master Warren, who
afterwards appointed and invested the other grand offi-
cers. In 5772, the right worshipful Joseph Warren re-
_ceived a commission,constituting him grand master of the
continent of America, between which period and the
year §791, this grand lodge granted warrants for the
‘establishmeut ‘of lodges in Massachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, Connecticut, Vermont, and New-York.

The - political events of the year, 5775, produced
great changes in the state of masonry; Boston had become
a garrison, and tha regular meetings of the grand lodge
weté, of course, suspended. At the eventful contest of
the 17th June, 5775, on the celebrated heights of Charles-
town, commonly called the battle of Bunker’s hili, the~
grand lodge sustained & heavy loes in the death of their
grand master WarreN, who held the rank of a major
general in the provincial forces, and was slain, whilst
gallantly defending the liberties of his country.

Soon after the evacuation ef Boston by the British,
March 18th, 5776, and previous to any regular commu-
nication, the brethren, influenced by a pious regard to

the petition of a number of brethren, officers in the American army,
praying that the grand lodge would grant them a charter, to hold a
travelling lodge, it was resoived, that a dispensation be granted them
under; the title of  Faikington Ludge,” to muke miasons, pase fellow
crafts, and raise masters in this state or in any of the United States,
in which theve is no grand lodge ; but that i any state, wheré a grand
fanster presides, they shall apply for his santtion,
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the memory of their late grand master, were induced to
search for his body, which had been buried with many
others, indiscriminately, in the field of slaughter. They
accordingly repaired to the place, and his remains,
though found in a mangled condition, were easily ascer-
tained by his having an fartificial tooth ; and, being de-
cently raised, were carried to the state house in Boston,
April 8th, from whence, a numerous and respectable
body of brethren, together with the late grand officers,
attending, in a regular procession, they were carried
to thestone chapel, where an animated eulogium was de-
livered by brother Perez Morton, at their request. The
body was then conveyed to the silent tomb, and there
deposited without a sculptured stone to mark the spot ;
but as the whole earth is the:sepulchre of illustrious
men, his fame, his glorious actions, are engrayed on the
tablet of universal remembrance, and will survive mar-
ble monuments, or local inscriptions.*

* If there be no monument over his grave, one has been erected on
the spot, where he terminated his glorious career. The handsome
monument, which graces the heights of Charlestown, was solemaly
dedicated by the society of free-masons, December 2nd, §794, in com_
imemoration of the events of 17th June, 5775. It is a Tuscan pillar,

" 18 feet high, placed on a brick foundation 10 feet from the ground, 8
feet square, inclosed by four posts. On the top of the pillar isa gilt
urn, with the letters  J. W. aged 35,” entwined in masonic emblems,
On the South side of the pedestal, is the following inseription :

¢ Erected A. D. MDCCXCIV. -
By Kive Soronon’s Lovex of FREE-Masoxs, ]
Constituted in CEABLESTOWN, 1783,
In memory of .
Ma3or GeNEnAL Josern WARREN
and his AssocIATES,
who were slain on this memorable spot,
June 17th, 1775,

 None but they, who set a just value upon the blessings of Liszawy
-are worllly to enjoy her. In vain we toiled 3 in vain we fooght; we
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On the festival of St. John the Baptist, 5776, a number
of the dispersed brethren having returned, convened, and
celebrated the day with temperate joy. But it now be-
came a serious question, how the grand lodge should be
constituted, as the commission of the grand master had
died with him, and his deputy had no power independent
of his nomination and appointment. Communications for
the consideration of this subject were held at different
times till the 8th of March, 5777, when the brethren
came to @ conclusion with respect to the measures
which ought to be adopted. At this meeting, the ne-
cessity of a superinteading government for the different
lodges, in order that a regular intercourse nmight-be kept
up between them, appeared obvious. The extreme
poverty, to which many worthy brethren had been sub-
jected in consequence of the war ; ata time too, when,
owing to the disorganised state of the institution, there
was no gengral masonic fund, was, likewise, an object of ,
weighty importance. ~After having taken the subject
into serious consideration, they, therefore, deemed it
expedient to proceed to the formation of an independent
grand lodge, with powers and prerogatives to be exer-
cised on principles consistent with, and subordinate to,
the regulations pointed out in the constitutions of mason-
ry.* They next proceeded to the proper organization
of the lodge, and installed the most worshipful Joseph
Webb, grand master, &c.

bled in vain ; if you. our offspring, want valour to repel the assaults 'of
her invaders.”
¢ CHARLESTOWN settled 1628,
¢ Burnt 1775—rebuilt 1776.
¢ The incldsed land given by the Honourable James R‘ungl, Esq.”

* The general regulations were adopted at large, from Entick’s con.
stitution, except that the grand master and wardens were elected by
ballot.

‘D
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On the 7th March,5780, it was determined that all char-
ters granted without the limits of this state, shall be un-
derstood to remain in force uatil a grand lodge is formed
in the government, where such lodges are held, or dur-
ing the pleasure of this grand lodge.

Nothing remarkable occurred till January, 6783, when
a committee was appointed to draw up resolutions, ex-
planatory of the power and authority of this grand lodge,
of the extent of its jurisdiction, and of the exercise of
any other masonic authority within the same ; and also,
to write to the grand lodges abroad, requesting such
communications as may tend to promote a friendly cor-
respondence, and advance the general interests ‘of the
craft. ’ '

The report of the committee, and the resolutions by
them recommended, presented at a meeting of the grand
lodge, June 24th, 5783, are as follows,

s« The committee appointed to take into consideration

" the conduct of those brethren who assume the powers
and prerogatives of a grand lodge, on the ancient estab-
lishment, ia this place, and to examine the extent of their
authority and jurisdiction, together with.the powers of
any ancient masonic institution witbin the danve, beg leave
to report the result of their examination, founded on the
following facts, viz. '

¢ That in consequence of a petition from a number of
brethren of this town, to the grand lodge of Scotland, a
charter was granted them under the name of * Saiut
Andrew’s Lodge,” by the most worshipful, and right
honourable George, earl of Dalhousie, grand master of
masons in Scotland, to the late most worshipful Joseph
Warren, Esq. constituting and appointing him provincial
grand master of the ancient and honourable society of
Free and Accepted Masons, with power of granting



NEW FREE-MASON’S MONITOR. 43

~ charters of erection within one huandred miles of the me-'.
{ropolis ; but that during the jurisdiction of the grand.
lodge in form and manner thus appoioted, three lodge'l
were only constituted by authority thereof.

¢« That the commission from the grand lodge of Scot-
. land, granted to our late grand master Joseph Warren,
having died with him, and of course, his deputy, whose
appaintment was derived from his nomination, being no
longer in existence, they saw themselves without a head,
and without a single grand officer, and of consequence,
it was evident that not only the grand lodge, bat all the
particular lodges under its jurisdiction must cease to as-
semble, the brethren be dispersed, the pennyless go
unassisted, the .craft languish, and ancient masonry be-
come extinct, in this part of the world.

¢ That in consequence of a summons from the former
. grand officers to the masters, and wardens of all the re-
gularly constituted lodges, a grand communication . was
held, to consult and advise for some means to preserve
the intercourse of tbe brethren.

¢ That the po,hucal head of this country havmg de-
stroyed all connection aod correspondence between the
subjects of these states and the country from which the
grand lodge originally derived its commission and autho-
rity, and the principles of the craft inculcating in its
professions, submission to the commands of the ecivil
authority of the country in which they reside ; the bre-
thren did assume eléctive supremacy, and chose a grand
master and officers, and erected a grand lodge, with in-
dependent powers and prerogatives, to be exercised,
however, on principles consistent with, and subordinate
te, the regulations pointed out in the constitutions of an-
eient masonry.

# That the reputauon and utility of the craft, under
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their jurisdiction, has been most extensively diffused by
the flourishing state of fourteen lodges, constituted by
their authority, within a shorter period than that in which
three only reccived dispensations, under the former
grand lodge.

‘* That ip the history of our craft we find, that in Eng-
land there are two grand ledges independent of each
other ; in Scotland the same ; and in Ircland, the grand
dodge and grand master are independent both of England
and Scotland. It is clear that the authority of some of
these grand lodges originated in assumption ; or other-
wise they would acknowledge the head, from wheunce
they derived their power of acting.

“Your committee aye therefore, of opinion, that the
proceedings of the present grand lodge are dictated by
principles of the clearest necessity, founded on the high-
est reason, and warranted by proceedings of the most
approved authority ; and they beg leave to recommend,
that the following resolutions be adopted by the grand
lodge, and ingrafted into its constitution :

¢t 1st. That the brethren of the grand lodge in assum-
ing the powers and prerogatives of an independent grand
lodge, acted from the moat laudable motives, and consist-
ently with the principles, which ought for ever to govern
masons ; viz. the benefit of the craft, and the good of
mankind ; and that they are warranted in their proceed-
ings by the practice of ancient.masons in all ages of the

world.*
¢ 2nd. That the grand lodge to be 8o constituted, shall

be free and independent in its government and official
authority, of any other grand lodge or grand master in
the universe.

v “3rd. That the power and authority of the said grand

"* See Calcot page 107. Mason’s Pecket Companion, page 92.
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Ipdge be construed to extend throughout the common-
wealth of Massachusetts, and to any of the United
States, where none other is erected, over such lodges
as thie grand lodge bas constituted or shall constitute.

¢ 4th, That the grand master, for the time being, be
desired to call in all charters which were held under
the jurisdiction of the late grand master, Joseph Warren,
Esq. and return the same with an indorsement thereon,
expressive of their recoguition of the power and au-
thority of this grand lodge.

¢ 5th. That ne person or persons ought to, or can,
consistently with the rules of ancient masonry, use or
exercise the powers or prerogatives of an ancient grand
master or grand lodge, viz. to give power to erect lodges
of ancient masonry, make masons, appoint. superior or
grand officers, receive dues, or do any thing, which
belongs to the powers or prerogatives of an ancient grand
lodge, withip any part of the commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, to the rightful and appropriate limits of which,
the authority of this grand ledge shall for ever hereafler
extend.” '

The said report having been duly considered, waa.
adopted, and ordered to be registered.

On December 2ud, 6791, a committee was appointed:
by the grand lodge, to confer with "the officers of St.
John’s Grand Lodge, upon the sabject of a complete ma-
sonic union throughout the commonwealth of Mamsa-
chusetts, which was happily effected March 6th, 5792,
and unasimously adopted by both parties.

From the preceding history, we find, that for the:
space of thirty-six years, two grand lodges, equally re-’
spectable, were commissioned by different authorities:
in the same metropolis, each acknowledging thé same:
laws, and practising upon the same general principles.
But when we consider that the design of ‘a graad lodge

B2



4 _ NEW FREE-MASON'S MONITOR.

is to erect private lodges, to prevent innovations, and to
promote a regular intercourse amongst the brethren, it
must appear obvious, that the existence of two supreme
authorities in one place, and over the same jurisdiction,’
mast tend to excite a collision of interests, and to inter-
rupt that perfect harmony, which is the cement of our
ipstitution. A complete union of these two grand lodges
was, therefore, a most irhportant object, and it was, as
has been already observed, happily effected in March,
5792, and constitutes a new era in the history of mason-
ty in the United States.

On that memorable day, the two grand lodges conven-
-ed, for the last time, in their respective'halls, and each
nominated a grand master, two grand wardens, a grand
‘treasurer, and a grand secretary, and also seven electors,
wlio met in convention, and after having duly considered
the two lists of candidates; unanimously elected the most
worshipful John Cutler, grand master ;- the right wor-
shipful Joseph Bartlet, senior grand warden ; the right
worshipful Mungo Mackay, junior grand warden, &ec.
who were installed with great solemnity on the 19th June
following. It was then resolved, that the grand lodge,
organized as aforesaid, shall be hereafter known by the
name of ‘ The grand lodge of the ancient and honourable
society of Free and JAccepted Masons for the common-
wealth of Massachusetts.”

Independent of the charters, which had been given
to subordinate lodges by the two grand lodges, previous
to their union, the grand lodge of England had in differ-
ent places, appointed provinciul grand masters, to whom
they gave warrants for boldmg lodges ; but the termina-
tion of the revolutionary wer having finally separated
the United States from the government of Great Britain,
also exonerated free-masons, in this country, from sub-

jection 1o any foreign grand lodge.
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T'o maintain a friendly correspondence with all ancient
grand lodges was deemed correct, and this has carefully
been attended to ever since ; but it was very properly
resolved, that it was inconsistent with the principles of
the craft, to be subordinate to any of them, as masonry,
in a peculiar degree, inculecates the doctrine of obe-
dience on every brother, to the government of the
country, under which he lives. Independent grand
lodges were, therefore, formed in each of the different
states, of which I shiall give an acconnt towards the close
of the work. '

——
CHAPTER 111,

Uses of Masonry.

AFTER 80 Jong a history of the rise, progress, and pre-
sent state of masonry, it must be natural for those, who
. have not been admitted into the order, to inquire into
the benefits, which reeult from the institation ; and for
what purpose it has been patronised by so many great
and illustrious personages. From the profound secrecy,
in which the system of masonry is so very strictly, as
well as properly involved, its benefits now are, and will
for ever be, best known to the members of the fraternity,
This far, however, may be asserted without -fear of
contradiction, that it prometes philanthropy, benevo-
lence, and morality ; and that in proportion as masonry
has been cultivated, the countries in which it has shed
its benign iufluence, have been proportionably civilized.

There is, likewise a very important advantage attach-
ed to masonry, viz. that its* signs and tokens serve as a
kind of universal language ; so that by means of. them
people of the most distant nations, may become acquaint-
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ed, and enter into the most friendly intercourse, with
each other. In this society, the bigot and the enthusiast
threw aside their rancour, and will readily take by the
hand a brother, who walks in the paths of moral recti-
tude, and will treat him with tenderness, humanity, and
delicacy, whatever diversity of opinion may be enter-
tained between them, with respect either to politics or
religion. ’

Thus through the instrumentality of Free-masonry,
all those disputes, which have so much agitated and dis-
turbed the world, upon subjects, concerning which it has
been found impossible to come to a final conclusion, and
which only teund to irritate the mind, are avoided. Here
harmony and peace predominate. The Chinese, the
Algemne, the Persian, the native of Indostan, the Turk,
and the Jew, may,under the masonic banners, associate in
love with tbeir Christian brethren, and participate of all
the benefits of the institution ; nor is any dispute tolerat-
ed between whigs and tories, federalists and democrata,
or any other political factions.

The baeis of masonry is peace, good will to men ; and
he knows very little of its essential and fundamental prin-
ciples, who does not feel it as an imperious duty to pro-
mote, as far as may be in his power, the happiness of the
whole human race, particularly of those, who may be
connected with bimself in the same fraternity.

From these observations, the utility of masonry must
be sufficiently apparent. Its benefits are well known to
its members, who deem them invaluable; and to the
world it must appear obvious that a distressed mason,
will, in most parts of the globe, find a brother ready and
willing to aseist him. Let brotherly love continue.

. md &
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CHAPTER 1V,
of Modern Masons.

In a book entitled Jhiman Rezon, by Lawrance Der-
mott, Esq. deputy grand master of the grand lodge of
England, we have the following account of the origin of
modern masonry. ‘ About the year 1717,” sayshe,
‘¢ some joyous companions, who had passed the decree
of a craft, though very rusty, resolved to form a lodge for
themselves, in order that by conversation they might be
enabled to recollect what had been formerly dictated to
them ; or if that should be found impracticable, to sub-
stitute something new, which might, in future, pass for
_masonry amongst themselves. At this meeting, the ques-
tion wasasked, whether any one present knew the mas-
ter mason’s part, and being answered in the negative, it
was resolved nem. con. that the deficiency should be made
-up by a new composition ; and that such fragments of
~ the old order as were found amongst themselves, should
be immediately reformed, and made more pliable to the
humours of the people.”

He then goes on with a ludicrous description of the
manner, in which they reselved to initiate new members,
which, however, I deem foreign to my purpose. But
whatever may have been deemed the origin of this insti-
tation, it arose in England to a considerable degree of
respectability, as we find according to Mr. Dermott’s
statement, that in the year 5788, the duke of Manches«
ter was chosen grand master, and it is well known, that
since that period, persons of high standing in society
have succeseively filled the chair.

The ancient masons style themselves * free and ac-
cepted masons,” The moderns, ** free-masons of Eng-
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land.” But though there be a similarity of names, yet
they differ greatly in their makings, ceremonies, ma-
sonic knowledge, and installations. ’

Mr. Dermott has pointed out the difference between
the two by questions and answers ; I have, however,
thought it better to throw aside his questions, and give
the substance of his answers, which, I trust, will be more
satisfactory to the reader.

1. Free-masonry, as practised in ancient lodges, is uni- -
versal ; but that which is called modern masonry is
not. '

2. An ancient masen cannot only make himse}f known
to-his brother ; but, in case of necessity, can discover
his very thoughts to him in the presence of a modern,
while the modern cannot discover, that either of them
are free-masons.

3. A madern masen may, with safety, communicate
all his secrets to an ancient mason ; but it would be
highly indiscreet in-an ancient mascn to repose confi-+
dence in a modern; for, as a science comprehends an
art, though an art cannot comprehend a science, even so
ancient masonry contains every thing valuable amongst
the moderns, as well as other things, which cannot be
ravealed without additional ceremonies.

4. A person made in the modern manner is not quali-
fied to sit in a master’s lodge, according to -the univer-
sal system of masonry. To such an one, therefore, the
appellation of * Free and Accepted” is, by no means,
applicable. ‘

5. A modern mason cannot be initiated into the Royal
Arch.Lodges, which is the very essence, the prop the
key stone of masonry, unless through the ancient cere-
monies,

£ The number of the ancient ma:ons, compared



3

NEW FREE-MASON’S MONITOR. 51

with moderns, being at least as ninety-nine to one,*
proves the universality of the old order ; and its utility
appears from the love and respect shewn to the bre-
thren in consequence of their superiorabilities, in con-

versing with, and distinguishing the masons of all coun-
' tries and denominations.

These, and many others too tedious to be mentioned,
are the advantages which the ancient have over the
modern masons ; these last, however, are not so much to
~ be blamed as some may suppose ; as they have been
duped and received for sterling, that which was not much
better than dross. But I announce with pleasure, that
modern masous becoming sansible of their delusion, are.
from time to time, joining the ancient lodges ; and without
possessing the spirit of prophecy I may assert that the
time is not far distant when all who profess themselves
to be masons will rally round the ancient standard.

—p—e
CHAPTER V.,
Objections against Free- Masonry obviated.
~ In the yeér 1794, an extraordinary publication was is-
sued from the press in Great Britain, written by John
Robinsen, A. M. professor of Natural Philosophy in the
university of Edinburgh, entitled * Proofs ef a conspi-
. racy against all the religions and governments of Europe,
carried on in the secret meetings of Free-masons, llu-
minati, and reading societies.” What could have occa-

sioned such a production from the pen ofa professor, in so
‘eminent an university, is difficult to conjecture. He must,

* This is so well known in Great Britain, lreland, the United
States, &c. that it becomes aliogether unneeessary to add a single ar-
gument in proof of this assertion. It is belicved, that no mode: n ledge
exists on the continent of North America, ‘
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however, have been actuated by the most malignant
passions, stimulated by avarice to make money by any
means whether right or wrong, or much learning may, per-
haps, have made him mad. But whatever may have been
his motive, his work was well calculated to excite the most
ill founded suspicions respecting an institation, which in
every age and country, had been uniformly friendly to
government, good order, and religion ; an institution which
in the most positive and solemn manner, denounces all
plots, conspiracies, and rebellions ; an institution, the very
essentials of which, breathe nothing but peace and good
will towards men. .

But Robinson’s book, notWithstanding the above well
known facts, had passed through several editions in the
United States ; and though more replete with assertion
than proof, with jealous surmises than satisfactory rea-
sons ; and in many parts inconsistent and contradnctory,
had met with numerous readers and some advocates.
What the Hluminats may be, I know not ; but if their prin-
ciples be such as professor Robinson has represeated
them, there is no masonic lodge, either ancient or mo-
dern, which would not shudder at the very idea of having
apy connexion or correspondence with them.

When the fact, however, was notorious, to professor
Robinson, as well as to all the intelligent part of the com-
mumty, that many of the wisest as well as the best mem-
bers of society, in every part of the civilized world, and
that the most illustrious princes in Europe, and, in parti-
cular, most of those belonging to the royal family of Great
Britain,were free-masons, ke onght to have paused before
he vented a philippic, which will be believed by no one
of common sense, and which will ever tend to vilify his
character in the opinion of men, who choose to think for
themselves.

From the first chapter of this book, which treats of the
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erigin and history of free-masonry, it appears that kings
aid princes, bishops and other dignitaries of the Christian
Church, had deemed it an honour to beloag to the order.
| It is likewise well known, that the immortal Washington,
the illustrions Franklin, the gallant general Warren, the pa-
triotic Samuel Adams, late governor of die state of Massa~
chuseits, and many others of our most eminent citizens,
whose names might be adduced, belonged to this ancient
: and honourable fraternity. Were these enemies to reli-
gion and government ? Hisroyal highness the prince re-
gent of England, was grand master of masons in England;
of whom he now styles himself the patron, and his brother .
prince Edward, was, in the year 1815, grand master in
Lower Canada. Who can for a moment suppose, tbat
these, or any of the other eminent personages, whom I
bave mentioned, would wish to overturn the government
of his native couatry ? But fe come nearer home, his ox-
cellency Daniel D. Towpkins, vice president of the Uni-
ted States, and kis excellency De Witt Clinton,&sy. gov-
ernor of the state of New- York, as well as- many others of
our most distinguished statesmen and citizens, are masons
of the highest grade. Does any one apprehend, that gea-
' tlemen of their rank and standinginsociety, would have any
agency, direetly or indirectly, in subverting the govern-
ment or religion of the country which gave them birth ?
It may be supposed, that I am contending with a sha-
dow, as Mr. Robinson only speaks of a conspiracy against
the religions and governments in Europe ; but enough
has been said to convinc® the unprejadiced reader, that
the general principles of masonry have been, in all ages
and countries, essentially the same ; and that in masonic
lodges, there never did, por never can exist any discus-
sions, which can excite animosity in regard to politics, re-
ligion, or any other subject, which has the least tendency
to.distarb the public tranquillity.
E
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But in order to allay every apprehension which thie
book might have excited in the mind of the community,
the grand lodge of Massachasetts, on the 11th June, 1798,
deemed it adviseable to report to the.chief magistrate of -
the federal government those sentimeats, which charac-
terize all the lodges, and which have ever evinced that
Jfree and accepted masons are good, faithful, pcaceable and
obedient citizens.

The following is a copy -of this lmporhut document.

“.An address of the grand lodge of free and accepted
masons of the commonwéalth of Massachusetts, in ample
form assembled at a quarterly communication in Boston,
June 11th, A. D. 1798, to the presadent of the United
States.

3 SIP, .

¢t Flattery and a discussion of political opinions are
inconsistent with the principles of this ancient fraternity-;
but while we are bound to cultivate benevolence, and
extend the arm of charity to our brethren of every clime,
we feel the strongest obligations to support the civil au:
thority which protects us. And-when the illiberal at-
tacks of a foreign enthusiast,* aided by the unfounded
prejudices of his followers, are tending to embarras the
public mind with respect to the real views of our society,
we think it our duty to join in full concert with our fel-
low citizens in expressions of 'gratitude to the Supreme
-Architect of the Universe, for endowing you with that
wisdom, patriotic firmness and integrity, which has cba-
racterized your public conduct.

* While the independence of our country, and the ope-
ration of just and equal laws have contributed to enlarge
the sphere of social happiness, we rejoice that' our ma-

* This paragraph has rtferefice to Professor Robinson, the visionary
suthor alladedto in the beginning of this chapter.
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sonic brethren throughout the United States have dis-
covered, by their conduct, a zeal to promote the pablic
welfare, and that many of them have.been coaspicuous
for their talents and unwearied exertions. Among these,
your venerable predecessor isthe most illustrious exam-
ple ; and the memory of our beloved WARREI, who from
the chair of this grand lodge, has often urged the mem-
bers to the exercise of patriotism and philanthropy, and
who sealed his priaciples with his blood, shall ever aai-
mate us to a laudable [imitation of his virtues.

¢ Sincerely we deprecate the calamities of war, and
have fervently wished success to every endeavour for
the preservation of peace. But, sir, if we disregard
the blessings of liberty, we are unworthy to enjoy
them. In vain have our statesmen laboured in our pub-
lic assemblies, and by the midnight aper ; in vain have
our mountains and vallies been stained with the bleod
of our heroes, if we want firmness to repel the assaults
of evéry presumptuous invadet. And while as citizens
of a free republic, we engage our utmost exertions in
the cause of our country, and offer.our services to pro-
tect the fairinhenitance of our ancestors ; as masons, we
will cultivate the precepts of our institution, and alleviate
the miseries of all, who, by the fortune of war, or the
ordinary occurtences of life, are the proper objects of
our attention.

“Long may you continue a patron of the useful arts,
and an ornament of the present generation. May you
finish your public labours with an approving conscience,
and be gathered to the sepulchre of your co-patriots
with the benedictions of your countrymen ; and, finally,
may you be admitted to that celestial temple, where all
national distinctions are lost in undissembled friendship
and universal peace.

: ¢ Josiah Bartlet, grand master.
¢ Attest, Dansel Oliver, grand secretary.”

]
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To this address, the President returned the following
answér : ’

¢ To the grand lodge of Massachusetts.
«-Gentlemen, .

¢ As [ never had the honour to be one of your dncient
fraternity, I feel myself under the greater obligations to
you for this affectionate and respectful address. Many
of my best friends have been masons, and two of them,
my professional patron, the learned GripLey,* and imy
intimate friend, your immortal Warren, whose life and
death were lessons and examples of patriotism and phi-
lanthropy, were grand masters; yet so it has happened,
that I bad never the felicity to be initiated. Such exam-
ples as these, and a greater still in my venerable prede-
cesgor, would have been sufficient to induce me to hold

* Of this gentigman, the followiag characier was inserted in the pub-
lie prints, and is retained in the records of the grand lodge.
¢« Boston, September 17th, 1766. On Thursday last, died, Jeremy

Gridley, Esquire, Attorney General for the Province,and a member of
the general court. His funeral was atténded with that respect, which
was due to his memory, by the membersof the couneil, &¢c. the soeie-
ty of free-saasons, of which he was grand master ; the officess of the
first regiment of militia, of which he was colonel ; the members of the
marine society, of which he was president, and a great number of the
gentlemen of the town.

- “Strength of understanding, cleartiess of appreRension, and solidity
of judgment were cultivated in Lim by s liberal edueation and close
mode of thinking. His extensive acquaintance with classical and al -
most every other part of literature, gave him the first rank among
men of learning. His thorough knowledge of the ¢ivil and commen
law, which he had studied as a science founded in the principles of
government and the natare of men, justly placed him at-the head of
his profession. His tender feclings, relative to his natural and civil ties,
his exquisite sensibility and generous effusion of soul for his friend,
were proofs, that his heart was as good, as his head was sound, and

_ 'well qualified him to preside ever that antient socicty, whast benevo.
lent constitutions do honoor to mankind. He sustalned tbe ‘paimful
attaoks of death with philosophicsl calmness and firmness, which re«
sylted from the steady principles of hisveligion,”
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the institation and fraternity in esteem and honour, ag
favourable to the support of civil authority, if 1 had not
known their love of the fine arts, their delight in hospi-
tality and devotion to humanity. -

« Your indulgent opinion of my conduct, and your
benevolent wishes for the fortunate termination of my

‘public labours, have my sincere thanks.

“ The pubhc engagement of your utmost exertions in

- the cauce of your country, and the offer of your servi-

ces to protect the faif inheritance of your ancestors, are
proofs, that you are not chargeable with those designs,
the imputation of which, in other parts of the world, has

- embarrassed the pnblic mind with respect to the real

views of your society.
. R . < John Adams.
¢t Philadelphia, June 22d, 1798.”

To the above, I shall add two other interesting do-
cuments, which, though they precede the last, by a few
years, may, perhaps, with more propnety, be inserted
in this place.

The first is an address from the grand lodge of Massa-
chusetts, when they presented to their illustrions brother
George Washington, their book of constitutions, which is
dedicated to him, and was ptesented. with the following:
address :

s The grand lodge of free and accepted masons of the:
commonwealth of Massachusetts, to their honouréd and
llustriois brotber George Washmgton, presldent of the
United States. ‘ .

¢ Whilst the historian is descnhmg the career of your-
glory, aud the inhabitants of an extensive empire are:
made happy in your unexampled exertions ; whilst some
celebrate the hero, so distinguished in liberating: Unitedt
Anmnca, and others the patnol, who presides. ou!baa

E2

o
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councils ; a band of brothers, having always joined the
the acclamafions of their countrymen, now testify their
respect for those milder virtues, which ever grace -the
man.

¢ Taught by the precepts of our society, that all its
members stand upon a level, we venture to assume this
station, and to approach you with that freedom; which
diminishes our diffidence without lessening our respect.

¢ Desirous to enlarge the boundaries of social happi-
ness, and to vindicate the ceremonies of their institution,
this grand lodge have published a book of constitutions
(and a copy for your acceptance accompanies this), which
by discovering the principles that actuate, will speak the
eulogy of the society; though they fervently wish the con-
duct of its imembers may prove its highest commendation.

¢ Convinced of his attachiment fo its cause, aud read-
iness to encourage its benevolent designs, they have
taken the liberty to dedicate this work to onée, the quali-
ties of whose heart, and the actions of Whose life, have
contributed to improve péfsonal virtue, and ‘to extend,
throughout the world, the most endearing cordialities ;
and they huinbly hope, he will pardon this freedoin, and
accept the tribiite of heir esteem and homage.

" May the Supreme Architect of the universe protect
and bless you, give you length of days, and increase of
felicity in this world, and then receive ,you to lhe har-
monious and exalted society in heaven.

¢ John Cutler, grand master.
« Boston, December $7th, A. D. 1792.”
Fo this address, the following answer was retarned :
~ ¢« To the grand lodge of free and accepted masons of
the commonwealth of Massacbusetts. ’
* Flattering as it::ay be to the heman mind, and truly
homourable as it is to receive, from ovr fellow citizens,
gestimonies of approbatiowfor exertions to. promote the
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-fpub!lc welfare, it is not lers pleasing to know, that the

milder virtues of the heart are highly respected by a
society, whose liberal principles are founded on the
immutable laws of truth and justice.

* To enlarge the sphere of social ha_ppiness is worthy
-of the ‘benevolent design of a masonic institation ; and it

~ is most fervently to be ‘wished, that the conduct of every

member of the fraternity, as well as those publications
that discover the principles which actuate them, may
tend to ¢onvince mankind, that the grand object of ma-
sonry is to promfete'the happiness of the human race.

4« ‘While 1 beg your acceéptance of my thanks for the
book of .constitutions -which you have sent me, and for
the ‘honour you ‘have done me in the dedication, per-
mit me to assure you,'thitfeel all thuse emotions of

. gratitude, whith your sffectionate address and cardial

“wishes are cdiculatedto inspire ; and1 sincerely pray,
‘that the Great Jrchitect of ‘the Universe may bless you
here, and receive you hereafter into his immortal tem-
ple.

: “ Gcorge ‘Washington.”

Thelast docuneut.wb:ch Tshalt'lay before my readers,

-on-fiis subject; is'the adidress which the grand lodge pre-

sented to the president upon‘his retiriog from oﬁce to-
gether with bis answer.

¢ The.grand bodge of - ancient frae and aceepted ‘ma-
sons, of the commonweadth of Massachusetts, :to their
most worthy brother George Washington.

* Wishing ever to be foremost in testimonials of res-
pect and admiration of those virtues and sernces, with
which you have so long adorned and benefitted our com-
mon country, and not the last nor the least.to regret the
cessation of them in the public councils .of the _union,

your brethren of this grand lodge embrace the earliest
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opportunity of greeting you in the calm retirement,
which you have contemplated to yourself.

* Though as citizens, they lose you. in the aclive la-
bours of political life, they hope as masons, to find you
in the pleasing sphere of fraternal engagement. From
the cares of state, and the fatigues of public business,
our institution opens a recess, affording all the relief of
tranguillity, the barmony of peace, and the refreshment
of pleasure. Of these may you partake in all their pusi-
ty and satisfaction. And we will assure ourselves, that
your attachment to this social plan will increase ; so
that under the auspices of your eucouragement, assist-
ance and patronage, the craft will attain its highest orpa-
ment, perfection and praise. - And it is our _eé'rpelt
prayer, that when your light shall be no more visible in
this earthly temple, you may be raised to the il Perfect
Lodge above, be seated on the right of the Supreme
Architect of the Universe, and receive the sefreshment
your labours have merited !

¢ In behalf of the grand lodge, we subscribe ourselves,
with the highest esteem, your affectionate brethren,

¢ Paul Revere, grand master.
« kaiah Thomas, senior grand warden.
B Joseph Layghton, junior grand wardes.
e Damel Oliver, grand secretary.
¢ Boston, March 21st, 5797.”

The foltowing answer was received and comiupicat-
ed to the grand lodge, June 12th, 579%

¢ To the grand lodge of ancient, free, and accepted
masons, in the commonwealth of Massachuselts.

¢ Brothers, :

"« It was not till within these few days, that!
have been favoured by the receipt of your affection-
ate address, dated in B oston, the 21st of March.

- ¢ Fer the favourable sentiments you have been pleat-
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ed to express on the eccasion of my past services, and
for the regrets, with which they are accompanied for

_ the cessntion of my public functions, I pray you to ac-

cept my best acknowledgments and gratitude.

* No pleasare, except that, which resalts from a con-
sciousness of having to the utmost of my abilities, dis-
charged the trusts, which have been reposed in me by
my country, can equal the satisfaction I feel from the un-
equivocal proofs I continually receive of its approbation
of my public condact ; and 1 beg yeu to be assured,
that the evidence thereof, which is exhibited by the
grand lodge of Massachusetts, is not among the least
pleasing or grateful to my feelings.

¢ In that retirement, which declining years induced
me to seek, and which repose to a inind long employed
in public concerns rendered necessary, my wishes, that
a bounteous Providence will continne to bless and pre-
serve our country in peace and in the prosperity it has
ehjoyed, witl be ‘warth ‘and sincere ; and my attachment
to the society of which we are members, will dispose
me always to contribute my best endeaveours to promote
the bonourazd interest of the craft.

¢ For the prayer, you offered in my behalf, I entraat,
you to accept the fhanks of a grateful heart. 'With as-
surances of fraternal regard and my best wishes for the
honour, happiness, and prosperity of all the members of
the grand lodge of Massachusetts,

*¢ | am, &c.
“ George Washington.”

Although professor Robimson -ewempts the English
lodges from the chiarge of disloyalty or want of attach-
ment to government, it is evident from the whole tenour
of his book, that he intended ta sound the tocsin of alarm
in the ears of the British ministry, by tha thunder of his

-extraordinary denunciations. It must, however, have
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been gratifying to the fraternity that after all his fulmina-
tions against masonry, as well as those of his predecessor
the Abbe Barruel, who had wriften a book in four volumes
entitled  The memoirs of Jacobinism in France”*-
none of the members of the royal family in Great

* Had the Abbe confined his strictures to the Jacohins and the Illumi.
nati, he might probably have been correct ; but, whatever the secrets
and the practices of these institutions may have been, they hnve not
the least connection with thase of free-masonry.

The society of the lilamiuati appears to have been founded in Bava-
ria, in the year 1774. These, under the pretext of consulting the Aappi-
ness of the people, and suppoaing that happi to be i patible
with every species of civil and religious establishments then existing,
said, with one voice, ¢ Let us deatroy them all and raze their very
JSoundations.”” The destruction of the Christian religion and the sub-
version of all governments were their aim, from the year 1776, till the
year 1784, when they were driven out of Bavaria.

M. Mouuier, a celebrated French, writer, who published a work in the
year 1801, “ On the influence attributed to philosophers, free masons,
and illuminati in respeet to the French revolution,” treats the remarks
.of Barruel on the subject of Free-masonry, with merited contempt,
and observes, that, notwithstanding his threatening denunciations,
¢ masons were still patronized by the friends of government & religion
in every nation of Europe, and reckon among their numbers, some of
the most distinguished pmnm, prelates and stateasmen, that the age
can boast of.”

The following is the substance of M. Moumer’l opinion respectling
the essential difference between the Jluminati and the Jacobins. He
supposes, that the intention of the former was to guide, in a gradual
manner, from the state in which they then were, to that in which they
wished them to be, by seoret and pacifio infuence ; for which purpose,
they were ambitious to enrol potentatesand nobles amongst their num-
bers; while the object of the latter was to subvert every thing, and to
wage open war against all who were distinguished by birth, or by of-
fice. The followers of Weishaupt, the founder of the 1lluminati, profess-
ed to detest all viol , and to depend upon time and patience for the
consummation of their wishes ; whereas, the Jacebins preached, every
where, the sacred duty of insurrection, and valued themselves on what
they styled the regenerating of a kingdom in a year. The German
visionaries terminated their views in the ultimate disappearance of
every species of political institution, and wished, that there shonid he
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Btitain, nor of the European sovereigns or princes, who
‘were free-masons, have been induced, on that account,
to desert. the society. On the contrary, we have a pos-
itive proofof their steadfast attachment to the order,
from thie following sentiments, which occur in an address
delivered to the brethren, on the 3d of June, 1800, by
the earl of Moira, who was then deputy grand master :
¢ Certain modern publications,” says his Iordship,
¢t have been holding ferth to the world the society of
masons as in league against all constituted authorities.”
This imputation, he repels by a number of powerful ar-
gumeats, of which, this last is certainly irresistibly con-
clusive. *¢ The foundation stdne of the lodge,”” says'he
“ is Fear God and homour the king.* In confirmation of
this solemnvassertion, what can we advance more irre-
fragable than that so many of his Majesty’s illustrious fa-
mily stand in the highest order of masonry, are fully in-
structed in all its tendencies, and have intimate know-
ledge of every particular, in its current administratien’
under the grand lodge of England.
- After 8o many testimonies, which sufficiently prove,
that the principles of ‘the institution are not only inno-
cent, but benevolent, and highly laudable, little more

no farther sovereignty, than that every father ahould be kingin his own
family. The Jacobins filled ali France with terror and desolation ;' while
the Jiluminati of Germany, whatever their intentions may have been,
can never be aceased of having excited the least civil commotion,
Suoh appears to be the sentiments of M. Mounier. How far they
are correct, it is not for me to determine ; but he certainly labours.un-
der no mistake, when he boldly asserts, that the objects of both these
institutions were of a nature totally different from those of the Free
masons, it having been a fandamental prinsiple, which has been most
rigidly rosintained amongst them from time immemorial, to allow, on

no pretence whatever, the dilemnon, or even the mention of any

political topie in a lodge.
¢ Or the government of the mntq under which we live.
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need be said to refute the ungererous aspersions, which
bave been so wantonly threwa out against it. I shall,
therefore, conclude this chapter with the following ob-
servation, viz. that when on the 12th July, 1798, an act
was passed by the British parliamest, ¢ for the more ef-
fectaal supression of societies established for eeditious
and tressonable purposes,” such was the confidenee of
government in the loyalty of free-masons, that their
lodges were exempted from its penalties ; and close with
this remark, that thoee, who are best acquainted with the
mysteries of aur order, must be sensible, that it is foand-
ed in wisson ; supported by sTRexaTH ; adorned with
SEAUTY ; and cemented by corpiarity and TavrH. May
it, therefore, be our constant study, to act in such a man-
ner that our practice may prove the best comment on the
principles of our craft, and thereby teach the world, that
Charity and Brotherly Love, Integrity of Heart, and
Purity of Manners, are not less the characteristics of Ma-
sonry than of Religion. Then may we hope, that when
a period even still more awful than the hour of our dis-
solution shall arrive, when the last trumpet shaH sound,
and the dead ahall be raised ; when oar scattered atoms
shall be collected, and we shall appear in the presence
of the Lord God Omnipotent, * the high and lofty One
who tnhabiteih eternity,” thet our transgressions will be
graciously forgiven, and that the Grano Masrtes of the
Umverse will be pleased to give us rest, from all our
Iabours, by an admission into the celestial fraternity of
angals, and “ the spirits of just men made pesfect.”
’ . e . ’
CHAPTER V1.

Gf Qualifications necessary for those, who wish to become
Free-Masons.

No one ought to think of becoming & candidate for ad-

‘ssion into this ancient and honourable fraternity, who is
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ot in the practice of all the private virlues. Intempe-
rance, the great bame of human happiness, ought to be
avoided, and no indulgence in any kind of excess allowed,
which might prevent him from the use of his mental fa-
culties, and the faithful performance of those moral and
religious daties which are incumbent on all men, parti-
cularly on masotis. He ounght to be industrious in his vo-
cation, and adore the Lord and Master, who made heaven
and earth. He ought not to eat any man’s bread for
nought ; but should conduct himself in such a manner as
to be able to pay for all the necessaries and conyenien:
cies of life. When be is at leisure from his necessary
avocations, he should employ himself in studying the arts

and sciences, 8o that he may be better enabled to perform
all his daties to his Creator, his country, hxs nelghbour,
and himself. ,

He is to seek and acquire, as far as possible, the vir-
tues of patience, meekness, self-denial, and forbearance ;
virtaes, which give bim the command over himself, and
enable him to govera his